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frort The Director

Greetings from the Museum! Great things are
ahead in 2025. As our Gala approaches (see
page 5), we are excited about the redesign of
the evening’s festivities. The Gala Committee
and Board have been hard at work coming up
with many new and amazing additions.

A special thank you goes to Claire Jackson,
Social Responsibility and Community Affairs
Manager at Motiva Enterprises LLC. She has
played a key role in providing leadership and
guidance as we have expanded our Gala Event
offerings. This year will start 30 minutes earlier
to present Rare Whiskey Flights, featuring nine
different types of whiskey. We'll also introduce
the Vieux Carre, a drink created in 1938 by the
Hotel Monteleone in New Orleans.

Several raffles will also be available, including a
$4,000 diamond bracelet from Charles Nacol's
Jewelers, to be announced at the end of the
evening. If you purchase these items, keep
your Prosecco glass and whiskey flight boards
to find out if you are a lucky winner. In
addition, Buckstins Brewery will be on hand
with their delicious craft beer.

The Silent Auction will be very elaborate and
include a wide variety of items including sports
memorabilia, trips, and purses. All of this
followed by a great meal and entertainment
from The 3 Red Neck Tenors. This year's dress
code calls for cocktail or business attire, but
black-tie is still fine. Please consider attending if
you are able.

On another note, as we wrap up our three part
series on the history of The Port Arthur
Historical Society and the Museum of the Gulf
Coast, it has been wonderful reading the
background stories of the early years as told by
our Society president, Dr. Sam Monroe.

Our success is due in part to all of the dedicated
volunteers, supporters, and board members
who gave their time, energy, and financial
support to the Society and eventualy the
Museum. | toured their first exhibit when | was
in the 8th grade and began volunteering in the
late 1970's.

As we complete the 30 year anniversary of the
Museum, it is important that we recognize the
contributions of Dr. Monroe. For 38 years as
the president of the Port Arthur Historical
Society his vision, knowledge, focus, and hard
work was the constant bellweather that has
guided our efforts. He continues with those
efforts to to this day and we are all very grateful
forit.

Tom Neal




Wyatt & Taylor Inducted

into Halls of Fame

We are pleased to have recently inducted
two amazing women into our Halls of
Fame. Carol Wyatt was bornin 1943 and
passed away in 2023. She attended Port
Neches-Groves High School, where she
was co-captain of the Indianettes, and
after graduation attended Baylor
University on a voice scholarship. After
studying for several years at La Scala
Opera House in Milan, Italy, Carol
launched her career as a mezzo soprano
on stages throughout Europe and North
America, singing with both Luciano
Pavarotti and Placido Domingo. For more
than twenty years, she was a principal
soloist with the Deutsch Opera Berlin. In
the seventies and eighties, she was one of
the most sought-after mezzo sopranos in
Europe. After more than two decades of
singing professionally, Carol returned to
the U.S. and became an ordained Christian
minister in 2003.

Carol Wyatt (below), Bishop Sarah Davis (right]

7 - 5
Bishop Sarah Taylor (1948-2013) attended
Lincoln High School and was the Junior Class
President and Senior Co-Valedictorian. After
earning four degrees, she obtained her Doctor
of Ministry Degree from Southern Methodist
University. She eventually became the 126th
elected and consecrated bishop of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church, and the 3rd
female bishop in the 218 year history of the
denomination. Bishop Taylor was recognized
by Ebony Magazine as one of the 50 Most
Intriguing Blacks of 2004. At the time of her
death, she was serving as the President of the
Council of A.M.E. Bishops and presiding
prelate of the 16th Episcopal District. She was
known as “the Praying Bishop,” and was a
longtime advocate for vulnerable children.
Sarah’s favorite scripture was Luke 18:27 -
Jesus replied, "What is impossible with man is

M possible with God."
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