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What a great Summer we have
had! In spite of all of the
difficulties that we have
experienced in the aftermath of
Hurricane Harvey, the Museum
has been doing well. Attendance
is tracking at an all-time high,
and as we set our focus from
now to the end of this calendar
year, it looks like we will have a
record attendance year.

Great exhibits presented by our
curator Sarah Bellian have
included the traveling exhibition
A Cast of Blues and currently
showing, The Great Outdoors
with Ed Holder which was put
together by the Museum to
celebrate the well-known local
reporter and conservationist.
This exhibit will remain on
display until January 2019.

This summer we were happy to
host the Thomas Jefferson
classes of 72 & 73 for a special
tour. We were also the Friday
evening site for the Thomas
Jefferson Class of 1968 with 370
in attendance. Reminder to area
high school reunion committees,
the museum is a fantastic place
for one of your evening events.
What better place to blend
memories and local history? If
you have any questions about an
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Tom Neal, Director

What a great Summer we have
had! In spite of all of the
difficulties that we have
experienced in the aftermath of
Hurricane Harvey, the Museum
has been doing well. Attendance
is tracking at an all-time high, and
as we set our focus from now to
the end of this calendar year, it
looks like we will have a record
attendance year.

Great exhibits presented by our
curator Sarah Bellian have
included the traveling exhibition
A Cast of Blues and currently
showing, The Great Outdoors
with Ed Holder which was put
together by the Museum to
celebrate the well-known local
reporter and conservationist. This
exhibit will remain on display
until January 2019.

This summer we were happy to
host the Thomas Jefferson classes
of 72 & 73 for a special tour. We
were also the Friday evening site
for the Thomas Jefferson Class of
1968 with 370 in attendance.
Reminder to area high school
reunion committees, the museum
is a fantastic place for one of your
evening events. What better place
to blend memories and local
history? If you have any
questions about an event at the
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“Hometown Heroes” - Opening Jan. 19, 2018 Sarah Bellian, Curator
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One of City's Most Famous Football Teams Was Made up of These Port Arthur Pirates i

Arthur Pirates”, a “Semi-Pro” team of the 1920s which famously battled a team brought to
Beaumont by Jim Thorpe, who would go on to create the NFL. Even before the existence of
professional football, Southeast Texas was recognized as wellspring of talent.

I did not grow up in Texas, and when I first stumbled upon the phenomenon that is the Bum
Phillips Bowl aka. “Mid-County Madness”, I thought for certain that some building was
burning down, or there’d been a pile-up wreck with how traffic was backed up for miles.
Football was not part of my experience growing up — in fact, I went through high school,
college, and graduate school without attending a single game! I am greatly indebted to our
local sportswriters who’ve been leading the charge in helping us find information and items.

Preparing this exhibition has been difficult, in no small part because of the unfortunate
circumstances surrounding the former Port Arthur Graduate’s Museum (which the Museum
of the Gulf Coast was not affiliated with) and of course, the effects of Hurricane Harvey.
Still, we do have a few gems we are very excited to show off, and we will be accepting loans
through November 30, 2018.

Cont. on Page
8
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Director’s Article. Cont. from Page 1

Andy has some new and exciting programs this year including Sonny “the Birdman” Carlin
who has appeared on a variety of national shows. He will do two shows that day. Also
don’t forget about our growing Gift Shop with local t-shirts and many Janis items under the
direction of Becky Guidry, our Gift Shop Coordinator and Administrative Assistant.

There is so much more to come so try to stay tuned into on our Facebook for the very latest.

 The Rainbow Bridge opened 80 |
years ago on
September 8, 1938.

R R Ly
i i

It was called the Port Arthur-Orange Bridge until 1957 when 6-year‘old
Christy McClintock'hamed it in a contest sponsored by the Lions Club!

6801H-Y9

THE PORT ARTHUR BRIDGE (OVER THE NECHES F;IVER)

LEFT: The ribbon is officially cut
on the Rainbow Bridge on Sept. 8,
1938.

Is there a local story you’d like to
hear the Museum tell? Contact the
Curator at 409-999-6283 or
mogc.curator@gmail.com.




E d Uca t i (0] CO rner Andy McCall, Education Coordinator

Birds, horses and Santa... OH MY! As Education Coordinator at the Museum of the Gulf
Coast, one of my duties is to plan and execute the Family Fun Days. Two of the four Fun
Days during the 2017-2018 school year saw record attendance numbers of over 500 people,
so I have to really bring my "A" game to make sure the 2018-2019 Fun Days are even better!

I have some exciting things in store for our next Fun Day on Saturday, October 6! Sonny
"The Birdman" Carlin will be doing two 30-minute shows featuring a number of his
feathered friends. You may have seen him at events across the area and on "America's Got
Talent!"

EXOT iC WiN GS PROD UCTiONS rofit organization Stable-Spirit.
PR—— ted Psychotherapy (EAP) to youth
—W a and other issues that may put them

1 Day will be Poppy the Troll,

rames/activities for kids.

pth floors of our amazing museum

| C WING;:
( 'Ex.gggmrnmg Hon OO

Hope to see you there!
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have missed.

4 Star Review from JMeyer543 (Port Arthur), April 30, 2018:

Nice Local Museum — Very informative and excellent layout. The local information and beauty is very
nice. Lots to see. The workers are more than willing to answer questions and help you find what you are
interested in.

5 Star Review from Dan O., July 7, 2018:

Great Museum in Downtown Port Arthur — Brought my family here to see the local exhibits and get to
know the area. The museum is really well laid out and provides a fascinating history into the Southeast
Texas culture, business, people, history and industry. My 3 kids, all under 8, all enjoyed the museum and
liked the kids stuff; like building a bridge and hunting for fossils. Highly recommend to travelers and locals
as well.

From Facebook:
5 Star Review from Richard Zewe (Nacogdoches) July 28, 2018:
Surprised at the variety of exhibits and information. Very nice and helpful people working there.

5 Star Review from Morgan Ardoin (Beaumont) May 3, 2018:
The Museum is two stories with so much to look at! They have a wonderful music, sports, and
entertainment section featuring locals. It’s a friendly and inviting atmosophere.

5 Star Review from Lily Villegas (The Woodlands) April 27, 2018:
Great exhibition! We had a great time visiting the Museum. Also very sweet people attending our
questions.

5 Star Review from Sarah Voss Quinones, April 23, 2018:
Our MOPS group visited the Museum this morning and had a great time! It was ages 1-5 and the kids
enjoyed it also. Thank you Andy and the other staff at the Museum for making our visit special!

5 Star Review from Em Em (Many, Louisiana) March 14, 2018:
There’s not enough space to honestly say... they’re a beautiful work of art.

Got something to say? Send us an email, review us on Trip Advisor or Facebook, or
send us a letter! Like everyone, we love getting things in the mail that aren’t bills!
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140 visitors enjoyed BBQ from Dickie’s The Great...
at our opening. We love our sponsors! |

(7

with Ed Holder

o<, P

The Museum is proud to announce
that the naming of the Keith Lake = - b LA %
boat ramp in honor of Ed Holder > : o ”
was made official right before the - %ﬂ/ 7?
opening of our exhibit! We are 7
glad that we could help

accomplish this by drawing

attention to Mr. Holder’s work!
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The favorite pastimes of generations of Southeast Texans will be center stage at the
Museum of the Gulf Coast opening with a tailgate party theme on Saturday,
January 19, 2019 beginning at 4:30pm. Attendees are encouraged to wear their high
school colors (or those jerseys and jackets if they still fit!) and the Museum will
provide refreshments, special guests, and entertainment.
This exhibition celebrates the history of high school sports in Port Arthur, Orange, and
Beaumont from 1900 to the present, with a special emphasis on football and basketball state
championships. The Curator is still looking for items, especially in items from Lincoln High
School, and from Orange or Beaumont schools. We also do not have any items related to
girl’s sports, which we’d like to add. Please contact the Curator at 409-999-6283 or
(preferred) email mogc.curator@gmail.com with photos of what you’d like to show off.

£
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On October 12, 1900, the Vwall ol of oy Garone P St Manthew s Grammar School of Dallas in football, winning S—0.
The event vwas = [T V= the frst recorded o teamrs. Yout!l sports are
embedded in _American culture in a way they are mot anywhere else. En of -
eguipment for high school athletes — on averagme, it costs mearly S1,400 for one cheerleaders, and Less fhao SE00 to teach that
student Almelara.

& Schools in otier commicfes do not pay for o T Tarme i or allow athletes to miss class in order to
play gamnes. Ko termms the LIS iy lags mrost of Asia, nuost of Euarope, Canada, A ]
Aand Neww Fea (andinscﬁenee,mﬂ;ng,anﬂmauymam Steill, there is a reason for this commitoment.

Aummerica’s Lowe affair with sports doesn s eod after izl & Wne Paid state il Ty every state
are co ey B School Sports as @ way of paying for am i = i = o

Tk imprortancee of sports, ey canmot e il e of Faoily RSy the
s scihvool, amd Ry = turm out 'I:-y the u-_- sports rivalries that date back half & Cenmfurmy O Mo me.
Avdvocates argue that v R e i Il the o e i theeir ity on the field or
court. Athletes are more physically fit and less ]ike(y mparﬁ-:p.are i unbrealthy or riskoy For. Studies t]lxt ite s s
s-:l:.oolforgamls,amgnﬂ Fewer days of sci wwiho do oot participate in sports. The or

=3 Al ']'Eley Forme vt = Aand stromns f.—senﬂsh_.pswm-
teammamates thhat oy last. their entire lives.
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Matt Bryant
Born: May 29, 1975 (Orange

Hall of Fame
Spotlight

" Talk about an inspirational story,” said Falcons tight
like wine.
He's playing his best football at 41."

Matt Bryant gave himself four years to become a pro kicker while working at K & C Pawn
Shop in Orange. "There were times where maybe I hadn't kicked in a couple of weeks,"

Bryant remembered. "I'd be driving down the road and think, 'If somebody calls you
tonight, and you're not ready ... you're going to be pretty upset with yourself." "So I would
stop on the side of the road, find an open field... (and) kick for accuracy. If it was at night, I'd
turn on the lights (of the truck).” Bryant earned his first Pro Bowl selection after connecting
on 34 of 37 field goals (92 percent). His career long of 62 yards in 2006 was the second

longest in NFL history. In the games leading up to Superbowl LI, he scored his 1000™ career
point.

Bryant attended Bridge City High School in Bridge City where he played both football and
baseball. After high school, Bryant attended Trinity Valley Community College in Athens,
Texas where he was a member of the 1994 national championship team. At Baylor
University, he ranks seventh in all-time scoring for placekickers with 105 points. His 21 field
goals place him fifth in Bears’ history.

He was signed in 2002 by the New York Giants and also played with the Indianapolis Colts,
the Miami Dolphins, and the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. On October 22, 2006 Bryant
successfully converted a 62-yard field goal in Tampa Bay’s 23-21 victory over the
Philadelphia Eagles. The field goal was the second longest in NFL history and the mayor of
Tampa declared “Matt Bryant Day.” Bryant was signed to the Atlanta Falcons on December
1, 2009 where he continues as kicker. Matt Bryant and his wife, Melissa, established the
Matthew Tryson Bryant Foundation in honor of their son, Tryson, to raise awareness for
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS). All proceeds from the foundation go to the
March of Dimes.



Page 10 The Lookout

record in

Wells does na
City of  Bé

The Port Arthur Yacht Club takes a photo with the Museum’s new alligator generously donated by
Bill and Carolyn Worsham. The alligator is painted black and red in honor of the alligator artist
Robert Rauschenberg painted on the side of his parent’s Port Arthur home. Bill Worsham has been
nicknamed “Alligator Bill” for his service to the Museum as a docent, teaching our youngest visitors
about alligators when they visit on school tours!




Society Donations and Memorials

LEONA BROUSSARD

Pat Holmes and “We Made Procter the Drag”

RONNY CARLIN
Bill and Carolyn Worsham

NANCY EVANS
Dr. Sam and Linda Monroe
Tom and Linda Neal

JULIA “DOTTIE” FREDEMAN
Dr. Sam and Linda Monroe
Banker and Charlene Phares
Marjory Irwin

MICHAEL DeCOUX
Pat Holmes and Family

JAMES “COWBOY"” FERNANDEZ
Dr. Sam and Linda Monroe

KARA GUMBERGER
Kathy Gumberger

Kurt Gumberger

Gary and Shelly Parsley
Kevin and Stacy Parsley

JOE DOUGLAS HOWSEY_
Bill and Katherine Fouts

TAB HUNTER.
Dr. Sam and Linda Monroe

ARTHUR LOUKAS
Dr. James and Dr. Jean Phelan

BILL J. ORCHID_

Daviid and Danna Scrhinn
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