The Pompeiian Villa
_Fall 2020 Braves Another Storm
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fromThe Director

\We hope you like the new format of KEDM
the Museum of the Guilf Coast

newsletter. Thanks go to our newest

staff member, Curator Robert Fong.

We are open and looking forward to
seeing many of you soon. Museums
are one of the safest places to visit.
We have two new amazing Kiosks in
the Music Hall of Fame and are just
waiting on the display glass to
complete our renovation made
possible by Ron and Susan
Arceneaux.

= |

can get together in larger
crowds-hopefully, with the start of the
new year in 2021. \We learned many
great ways to make changes in our
Music Hall of Fame that will help us
make the proper improvements in the

Our Sports Hall of Fame is our next Sports Hall of Fame

remodeling project. Sponsor(s) are

need(_al?;o hde‘ljg - Withl;) ar 1egfort di Please note the most recent addition to
we will be adding another 16 new the Museum is a KFDM 6 Weather

inductees to an already full exhibit. Camera located on the Museum's roof.
Coac_h James fiamble will be one of They use our amazing views in

the first to be inducted when we conjunction with their daily weather

' reports while mentioning where the
camera is located. The view from our
location is one of the best in the city
and a great place to monitor our
ever-changing weather and ship traffic
in the intercostal waterway. Go to
their website under cameras to watch
the live streaming camera. Come see
us soon.

Tom Neal



OUR

COLLECTIONS

If you picked up one of these objects (left)
on a beach, would you toss it and move
on? Most of us would. These are Equine
teeth fossils from the George Stephens
Collection here at the Museum of the Gulf
Coast. They came from animals that are
close relatives to the horse, and are some of
the most common fossils found on
McFaddin Beach. When Europeans arrived
in North America, these animals were
already extinct. The wild horses we have in
North American now are descendants of
Spanish horses. These fossils are relatively
5 light as well, so when they are uncovered
2 X0 ' = from the ocean sediment, they are more

| : easily washed up onto the beach.

Four Equus teeth, (top) side view-and
(bottom| viewed from the crown.

NEW/ ARRIVALS!

Merge your love for the Museum of
the Gulf Coast with this fashion
forward and backward T-Shirt.
Effortlessly groovy, it can be found in
our gift shop, and online at
MuseumoftheGuifCoast.org.

4 | The Lighthouse | Fall 2020



._r. !uun‘.nun Aué.itri. 1ars,
- e —

—
- —
= —
| m—
- |

On August 16, 1915, Port Arthur was
struck by a massive category 4 hurricane
that dumped rain on the city for 3 days.
Although it made landfall near
Galveston, Port Arthur was close and on
the wrong side of the storm. It had
maximum sustained winds of 135 miles
per hour with gusts up to 145. Fearing
another Galveston catastrophe, those
able to get a ticket jumped on the rail

to escape the rising Sabine Lake waters.
Levels eventually reached 10-12 feet in
some places, and 8-9 feet on Procter
Street. As reported by the Beaumont
Enterprise, a distress signal was sent
from Port Arthur. So many remaining
residents had holed up in the multistory
hotels, it was feared they might collapse.
An appeal was made by the mayor of
Beaumont, and 3 railcars loaded with
light boats were sent down. 1200
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line between Port Arthur and Beaumont
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Jefferson Hotel (top) and Procter Street (bottom)

residents were eventually evacuated by truck,
train, interurban rail, and boats. Three ships off
the coast were sunk at a significant loss of life.
The recently completed Galveston seawall spared
it of a repeat of the 1900 tragedy and is why the
1915 hurricane is largely forgotten now.

- Robert Fong




Hurricane Laura’s recent landing at
Cameron was a clarion call to seasoned
collectors and paleontologists that
McFaddin Beach may again be ready to
reveal its secrets. Starting with Hurricane
Carla, in 1961, archeological site 41JF50,
began depositing a large number of fossils
and artifacts from offshore onto the
beach. The turbulence hurricanes
generate dredges up objects lying in the
sand. The objects are thought to come
from a Native American community that
existed 110 miles from the present
shoreline some 11,000-15,500 years ago
when the ocean was 260 to 270 feet
lower. After Carla, local collectors began
meticulously scouring the beach, many
carefully mapping the location of their
finds. In 1991 a conference was held
which brought in seasoned archeologists.
Twenty-seven local collectors presented
about 2000 items. Based on these finds,
McFaddin beach was deemed an
important archeological site. A piece of
mammoth tusk from the George Stephens
collection was radiocarbon dated at 9150
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~~  41JF50: McFaddin Beach
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B.C. Of all the items found, some of the
most prized are Clovis points. Clovis points
are larger than arrowheads and thought to
be used as the head of a spear. There is
much evidence to suggest that they were
more of a general tool also used by Native
Americans for shearing, scraping, and
cutting. Over 100 Clovis points have been
found along or near McFaddin beach,
making it by far the most significant source
in Texas. Around 75% of all Texas Clovis
points have been found on McFaddin
Beach. One by Kris Monroe Grado, the
daughter of Port Arthur Historical Society
president Sam Monroe on a family outing,
and another by Tod Clark, the son of former
mayor Malcolm Clark. They are thought to
come from the Paleoindian period, 13,500
years ago. Both can be viewed here at the
Museum, along with another found on the
shores of Sabine Lake. Clovis points from
McFaddin Beach come from a wide variety
of known rock materials in North America.
The most well-known location is Clovis,
New Mexico, for which they are named.

A mammoth tusk found by Ed & Jeanette Guidry near
McFaddin Beach shortly after Hurrican Carla in 1961.




The Monroe Clovis point came from flint north of San
Antonio, and the Clark point came from stone from the
Fredericksburg area. Below a local highway worker :
holds a mammoth tooth he found again after Hurricane
Carla along McFaddin beach. Carla is still considered
the most intense storm at landfall ever to have hit the
U.S. These and many other McFaddin beach finds are
displayed in our Natural History section here at the
Museum. - Robert Fong

MEMORIES

The bth Annual iy
Museum of the Gulf Coast 7=  DeabLINE
Community Art Show : FEB. 17

ENTRY DETAILS AT MUSEUMOFTHE GULFCOAST.ORG

WINNERS ANNOUNCED FEBRUARY 27TH
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The Pompeiian Villa is one of the
last properties in Port Arthur that
pre-dates the Industrial boom. The
Port Arthur Historical Society
manages the Villa. It receives visitors
every month from all over the
United States and the world. It is a
crucial piece of Port Arthur's history
that requires preservation. The Villa
was built in 1900 by barbed wire
king, Isaac Ellwood. The home sits
on Lakeshore Drive, facing what
would have been an uninterrupted
view of Sabine Lake. The Villa is
frequently featured in prominent
nationally circulated magazines,
such as Texas Homes, Southern
Living, and Victorian Homes. The
home has hosted many Christmas
parties, fundraisers and functions as
headquarters for The Port Arthur
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Historical Society to gather.
Unfortunately, the Villa needs
maintenance after these past few
storms. Sydalise Fredeman, wife of
retired ship’s captain William Fredeman,
and early president of the Port Arthur
Historical Society, pioneered efforts to
save it from demolition during the
1970s. The interior has not changed
much since that time. Prominent
interior designer and Port Arthur
native, Charles Martin, was the last
person to decorate the home. It has
weathered many storms and is one of
the oldest houses in the area.

On August 26, Hurricane Laura
approached Texas' shores as a fierce




Category 3 storm with 120 mph winds.
Although they were not as strong as initially
anticipated, the Villa sustained quite a bit of
exterior damage. The winds took out
one-third of the iconic white railing that runs
along the building's roof, and fell on the new
A.C. unit that had only recently been
installed. The Villa went several days without
A.C., until we were able to get a
replacement. \We implemented preservation
procedures to keep many of the more
susceptible pieces from being permanently
damaged. The silver was tarnishing, and the
house had begun to smell of mildew. Luckily
our Museum staff acted quickly and placed
de-humidifiers and fans throughout the
house. These small steps helped ensure that
no harm came to the artifacts. The Villa is
vital to the community of Port Arthur and
SETX. If the preservation of history and
public education are important to you, then
we need your help. The Port Arthur
Historical Society is a non-profit organization.
The only way preservation projects move

forward is through donations from
generous individuals and businesses. These
donations are especially crucial during this
time of COVID-19. The Museum, as of
March, was on track to break all visitation
records. But, operations have been
hindered due to requlations and closures
since then. If we are to recover from these
adversities, it will take the community and
our team working together. If you are not
able to give financially, then consider
donating your time. Volunteers are
essential to museums functioning
successfully. Everyone has a skill that we
could utilize. If you are a people person, we
have a place to greet our visitors at the
front desk. Perhaps your interests lie in
preservation projects? The Pompeiian
needs many things to be reworked and
retouched to maintain its beauty and
history. We appreciate all who

have donated their time and money to
make the Museum and the Pompeiian Villa
two of the best area attractions in
Southeast Texas. - Brittany Delagarza

Museum of the Gulf Coast
Blood Drive

Inside museum, walk-ins welcome! Or sign up online with this link!
https: / /donor.lifeshare.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/216210

" saturday, October 3™
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Donate Blood & Receive

| «FREE Raising Cane’s Gift Card for a Box Combo!
| (redeemable at the Mid-County location, while supplies

| last)

oFREE T-shirt!

oFREE Entrance to the Museum, plus one friend!

FOR INFORMATION OR TO
VOLUNTEER

Contact: Brittany

mogc.educator@gmail.com
409) 999-6284

| o FREE health and resources information from Beaumont

Spindletop Center!

o Plus presentations by the Snake Education Experience!




Memorials

COMMANDER LEON BRYANT

Tom and Linda Neal

JEWELL LAVERN WALDREP BUNTING

Ms. Lenora Fawcett Family

DR. JANE DAVIDSON
Bart Bragg

Dr. Sam and Linda Monroe
Renella Primeaux
Charleen Commings

Anna Christian

Dr. Gary Whitbeck

Jeff and Sylvia Williams
Stuart and Patti Salter
Hoyt Neal

Carol Wommack

GENE DUHE
Gary and Shelly Parsley

ROY GASPARD
Dr. Sam and Linda Monroe
Salvador and Pat Sierra

VICKI HALL
Donald and Denise Perron

M.J. “Popeye” Holmes Family

Marvin and Cheryl Dearman

JAMES ROBBBINS
Gail Shook

DR. JAN SHOOK
Charles and Jean Ann Anselmo

SHERRY STEELE
Carol Wommack
Rose Prejean

YVONNE SUTHERLIN

Dr. Sam and Linda Monroe
Charleen Commings

Anna Christian

Ryle and Kay Adamson
Jeff and Sylvia Williams
Stuart and Patti Salter
Tom and Linda Neal

Betty Brownlee

Walter and Jennifer Williams
Rose Prejean

JAMES AND YVONNE SUTHERLIN
Beth Anne Sutherlin Coakley

IMOGENE \WEBER
Donald and Denise Perron
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Donations

Charles Bond Linda Balzersen

Hon Carl and Dr. Beverly Parker John and Bonnie Pate
Beth Anne Sutherlin Coakley Cara Herlin

Charleen Commings Jeff Hayes

James and Melissa Moore Louis Skopik

Ann Boutte Priddy Mickey and Becky Breaux
Jerry and Jo Beth Burnett Tom and LindaNeal

David and Carol Jones Bart Bragg

Dr. Sam and Linda Monroe John and Cynthia Comeaux

Since our last publication, four members of our Hall of Fame have died: Roy Head, Phil Phillips,
Rod Bernard, and Kelly Asbury. Roy Head will always be remembered for his hit, “Treat Her
Right,” and his incredible dance moves. Phil Phillips (Philip Baptiste) sealed his place in history
by writing and recording “Sea of Love,” while working as a bellhop in Lake Charles. Rod
Bernard is one of a handful of singers credited with creating the music we now call “Swamp
Pop.” His soulful hit, “This Should Go on Forever” will always be remembered. Animator Kelly
Asbury is one of the very few titans of Hollywood animation. He was an active participant in
the renaissance of Disney animation in the late eighties, and in the formation of the
Dreamworks animation division after that. When he directed “Shrek 2” he stood at the Mount
Everest of Hollywood history. It was at that time the highest-grossing animated film of all time
and stands today at number 22 for all-time box office.

Thank you

The Museum of the Gulf Coast wishes to thank our steadfast members
of the Port Arthur Historical Society, whose generous contributions
are such a vital part of our effort to preserve the storied history of this
region. Those members and non-members who wish to contribute
a memorial in the name of a loved one, or make a donation, call
), (409) 999-6282, email us at MuseumoftheGulfCoast@gmail.con:}

or got to MuseumoftheGulfCoast.org
SO T SN O TN~
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