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frort The Director

Exciting times continue at the Museum of the
Gulf Coast. Reunions from area high schools,
Lincoln, Stephen F. Austin, Port Neches Groves,
and Thomas Jefferson, to mention a few,
continue to book the Museum and find their
heritage while learning so much more about
this area they called home that they never
knew or imagined. | love hearing people who
have lived their entire lives here walk in and
declare, "Oh my goodness, | never had a clue
how amazing this place is,” speaking about the
Museum and after learning about all the
incredible historical events and people that are
documented here. That is before they even
reach all of the newly added 55-inch touch
screens that present the great histories of our

They are blown away to find out about Port
Arthur's Father of Pop Art, Robert
Rauschenberg, who had one of his paintings
sell at Christie’s Auction house in New York in
2019 for $88.8 million or about Robert "Bobby"
Kimball, who grew up singing in our area and
over at the Big Oak Club across the river in
Vinton, Louisiana was the Lead Singer for the

Music, Notable People, and Sports Hall of Fame.

infamous band "TOTO." Who knew that one of
the top 100 songs of all time, "These Boots are
Made for Walking," sung by Nancy Sinatra, has
its ties back to Port Arthur and was written by
Lee Hazelwood from Port Neches?

As akid, | always wondered how and why
General Motors came up with a
composite/fiberglass Corvette Stingray.

It turns out the answer to my question includes
a guy from Port Arthur working at General
Dynamics, Andy Green, who, on the side,
invented the Chaparral race car that helped the
United States finally win the international
Grand Prix race that we had lost for 57 straight
years. While growing up here, Andy developed
an early passion for developing ultra-strong and
lightweight materials, putting him on a career
path with a lasting influence on aircraft,
racecars, and sailboat design, one that led him
to become a giant in the field of composites.

I haven't even scratched the surface of all that is
incredible about the Museum of the Gulf Coast
and this place we call home. The question is,
when will you come to see for yourself, then
become a member and support the
one-of-a-kind place that is part of your own
history? Being a member helps our kids know
this place they are growing up in is nothing
short of a "Launch Pad" of what may be ahead
in their lives. It is time to become a part of
something great that needs your support and
care. Now it is time to become a member and
give back to the future.

Tom Neal



SEVENTEEN
INDUCTED

INTO HALLS
OF FAME

With the lifting of Covid restrictions
nationwide, MOGC held a number of Hall of
Fame inductions that had been approved
by the board but had yet to see any formal
induction ceremony. Over the past five
months, we have held four inductions
ceremonies.

Museum Director Tom Neal presided over
the ceremonies, stating, "Our Halls of Fame
serve as a beacon for what people from the
gulf coast region can do and have achieved.
They are a reminder to our youngsters that
their experiences here are a launchpadto a
great future.”

Port Arthur Historical Society President Dr.
Sam Monroe presented plaques to the
honorees. His remarks remind us of the
criteria, "To be included in the hall of fame,
a person needs to have roots in Southeast
Texas or Southwest Louisiana. Their work
needs to attract national attention. There
must be a body of work to go with it, and
there must be general public recognition of
that work. A vote of the Board of Directors
makes the final decision. Walter Umphrey,
Rockin'’ Sidney, Slim Harpo, Clarence Picou,
Jimmy Picou, and William Seale were
inducted posthumously.

Photo by Bart Bragg

Inductees Johnny Fuller, Charean Williams, and the sisters of
Rockin’ Sidney Simien - Lucy Chenevert and Lucinda Mack

The following is a list of the 17 amazing
individuals that are now a part of the three Halls
of Fame of the Museum of the Gulf Coast —
Notable People, Sports, and Music.

September 24, 2022 - Mike Simpson
(Football Player), Jason Tyner (Baseball
Player), Jeff Granger (Baseball Player), and
Walter Umphrey (Lawyer)

November 12, 2022 - Todd Dodge
(Football Coach), Dr. Jesse DeLee (Sports
Medicine), Jon Lew Ford (Baseball Player),
William Seale (White House Historian)
December 17, 2022 - Andrew Landry
(Golfer), Mark Petkovsek (Baseball Player),
Clarence Picou (Horse Jockey), Jimmy Picou
(Horse Racing), Davy Arnaud (Soccer Player)
February 25, 2023 - Slim Harpo (Swamp
Blues Musician), Rockin’ Sidney Simien
(Zydeco Musician), Charean Williams
(Sports Writer), Johnny Fuller (Football
Player)

If you would like to nominate someone, the
instructions and criteria for nomination can be
viewed at MuseumoftheGulfCoast.org/nominate.
Starting with the Hal Wiggins induction in October
of 2021, videos of all ceremonies are on the
Museum of the Gulf Coast Channel on youtube.
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The Sabine Bank Lighthouse

With 367 miles of coastline, Texas has only
seven remaining lighthouses that survive
today. The Galveston Jetty Lighthouse was built
on iron piers and fell into the ocean during a big
storm in 2000. We are fortunate to have three in
our area. They are arich part of the region’s
history and continue to inspire photographers,
painters, and sightseers. They are the Sabine Bank
Lighthouse, The Bolivar Point Lighthouse, and in
Louisiana (just barely), the Sabine Pass
Lighthouse.

Understandably, the Sabine Bank Lighthouse is
often confused with the Sabine Pass Lighthouse. It
is located about 16 miles offshore at a spot where
the sediment from the Neches and Sabine rivers
settles on the ocean floor. This "bank” is only 20
feet below the surface of the ocean.

It is the lighthouse the Museum of the Gulf Coast
most identifies with because we house its original
Fresnel lens, which was donated by the Coast
Guard. Our logo and the name of this magazine
are inspired by the beautiful Fresnel lens.

At the turn of the century, and after three ships
ran aground, Congress appropriated $40,000
for the construction of a lighthouse. When no
bid was offered for the challenging project, the
engineer that designed it was told to proceed
with hired labor. On March 15, 1906, at the
cost of over $ 100,000, the Sabine Bank
Lighthouse was put into service. It was painted
red and measured fifty feet from the surface of
the water to the ventilator ball at the top.
During periods of low visibility, a Daboll
trumpet powered by two oil engines would
blast forth every 30 seconds. Due to its
remoteness, the crew of 3 to 4 keepers was
expected to serve for several weeks or even
months before being relieved. Keeping
workers at the remote location proved difficult.

On August 16, 1915, swells from the 1915
Hurricane swept completely over the 50-foot
structure causing significant damage and
contaminating the drinking water. Extensive

~ repairs included enclosing the gallery level with

% inch iron plates, which helped the Sabine
Bank to withstand another hurricane in 1920.
In 1922 an acetylene lantern was installed, and
resident keepers were no longer necessary. The
new light produced a two-second flash every

Bolivar Point Lighthouse, painting by Cliff Reeves, Gift of Pete Lyday




