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Summer and Fall were active this year with the Betting, Booze and          
Brothels, which closed mid-September.  The Museum fortunately suffered 
very little damage during Hurricane Harvey, which enabled us to reach out 
and help our community recover, both physically and mentally. 

On exhibition from now until the beginning of January is No Man’s Land—
East Texas African Americans in World War I.  We featured a           Veterans 
Day recognition event, with the induction of the Perricone Quads from 
Beaumont, into the Notable People Exhibit.  The quad  brothers served 
together in the same Tank Unit during the Korean War.  In November we 
also inducted "Fiddler" David Varnado into the Music Exhibit.  David has 
received more than seven local, state, national awards in the past year 
including the Johnny Gimble Fiddler of the Year from the Country Music 
Awards and the Legends Award presented in Nashville by Vince Gill. 

December will be a busy too.  The opening of the Andy and Joyce Green 
Texas Navy – Maritime Exhibit will be December 15, 6-8pm.  We’ll close 
out the year with our annual “Jingle All the Way” Family Fun Day             
complete with Santa and a magician, December 16, 2017, 10am-2 pm.  
We hope to see you soon! Best Wishes from all of us to you and yours! 
  

Museum Board 
Dr. Sam Monroe, President 

Madelon Goldsmith, Vice President 
Charleen Commings, Treasurer 

Sylvia Williams, Secretary 

Susan Arceneaux 
Bernard Brown 

John A. Comeaux 
Keith Daws 

Ruth Houston 
Brannyn McDougal 

Hon. Robert T. Morgan 
Jack Moser 

Dr. Mark Porterie 
Ann Boutte Priddy 
Verna Rutherford 

Patti Salter 
Bill Worsham 

Carlita Zummo 

Pamela Walters, Emeritus 
Portia Levingston, Emeritus 

Jack Moser, Emeritus 

Staff 
Tom Neal 
Director 

409-999-6281 
Sarah Bellian 

Curator 
409-999-6283 
Andy McCall 

Education/Tour Coordinator 
409-999-6284 
Becky Guidry 

Administrative Assistant 
Museum Store 
409-999-6282 

Charles Robertson 
Security Officer 

The Curator traveled our area saving items in the 
wake of Hurricane Harvey.  Article on Page 3. 
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The Museum stores its collections inside of two bank vaults.  “Inside the Vault” 
showcases items not usually on display. 

An old postcard shows off what must have been quite the attraction for young oilfield 
workers moving to Port Arthur in the early 1900s -  all of the pretty local girls! 

Do you know anything about these ladies?  We’d love to hear what you can tell us! 

INSIDE 
THE 
VAULT 
 

Features in this Issue 

1. Director’s Article (cont. on Page 9) 

2. You are Here 

3. Curator’s Article — Mardi Gras History 
4.—5. Educator’s Article and Kid’s Corner 

6. Visitor’s Comments 

7.-8. Upcoming Events and Exhibits 

9. Hall of Fame Spotlight 

10. Mardi Gras at the Museum Photo Gallery 

11. Memorials and Membership 

Quicker Updates 
regarding Events and 
Exhibits.  Historic Gulf 
Coast Photos every    
Thursday! 
https://
www.facebook.com/
museumofthegulfcoast 
Already our friend?  Give 
us a review! 
A revie! 

LIKE 

US! 



The Lookout 

Saving the Things that Matter — A Harvey 
Retrospective 
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By Sarah Bellian, Curator 

So, it’s no big secret that I was on the news right after Hurricane Harvey hit.  In fact, the 
Facebook Live           video has been viewed over 40,000 times.  I am thankful that I 
weathered the storm without damage to my home. Other staff and board members were 
affected.   

Our Museum did flood in the tea room area, but fortunately we expected that judging from 
Ike’s damage, and this time no collections or exhibits got wet.  As soon as flood waters  
receded enough for people to return to their homes, I began receiving a barrage of texts, calls, 
and emails.  Everyone wanted the same answer.  How can we save photographs, books,       
      sentimental paper ephemera, and other items—tapestries, paintings, furniture (you 
name it) in the wake of catastrophic flooding? 

The tough but true answer is — sometimes we just can’t.  Either an item suffered too much 
damage, or we got to it too late.  Still, being high and dry did enable me to volunteer on          
 behalf of the Museum to help people recover personal possessions.  I think I was personally 
able to save about 4,000 photos, 150 other items, and 15 books (giving directions via              
  telephone to some as far away as Houston).  I hope that many other people saw the news 
and were able to use the tips I suggested to recover the items I couldn’t get to.   

If you were fortunate enough not to lose treasured possessions during Harvey, here is 
what you should do in preparation of a future storm: 

1.   Take things with you if you can.  Otherwise, store photos, documents and other            
important items in the top of your closets —not in a garage, shed, attic, or storage unit.  This 
is better for them also to be kept in climate control and will prevent damage from excessive 
humidity (one of the things which causes photos to stick together).  If your photos do get 
stuck together, you can try to separate them by placing them in distilled water and free & 
clear (no color or scent) dish soap.  Separate carefully (you can use dental floss or an  
embroidery needle) and let dry somewhere with good air circulation. Continued on Page 8  
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THANK YOU AMY MADDOX AND 
CORTINA PRODUCTIONS! 

On Saturday, September 9, over 
650 people were able to pick up 
tools and construction supplies 
graciously donated by former 
Port Arthur resident Amy              
Maddox and her company, 
Cortina Productions. 

The Museum would also like to thank 
Genie West and her volunteers, the 
Port Arthur Police Department and 
the 128th Mobile Public Affairs            
    Detachment (based out of 
Oklahoma) of the Army National 
Guard for                    ensuring that 
things                                  went 
smoothly. 
There is still so much                              
       work to be done in                           
       rebuilding our city                           
        and we are thankful                        
                for all the help we’ve              
             received!   

                                 

recieved   



KID’S CORNER 

GULF COAST 
ART SHOW 
Our popular Children’s Art Competition is open this year to artists of all ages!  
Artists may enter up to two (2) pieces in any medium.  Pieces must be ready to 
hang. 

The theme of the competition is 
“TEXAS STRONG” 

Hurricane Harvey dealt many of us a serious blow, and we’d like to challenge 
our community to produce an uplifting show that will put a smile on 
everyone’s faces.   Entry forms can be downloaded on our website or picked up 
at the Museum.  Children’s entries (0—18) are FREE.  $10 per adult entry 
(18+) will go towards a CASH PRIZE for “Best in Show”. 

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS: 

FEBRUARY 3, 2018. 
DID YOU KNOW? 
Port Arthur native and internationally 
Recognized artist Robert Rauschenberg created 
his famous collage “Signs” to commemorate the 
decade of the 1960s.  How will we one day tell the 
story of 2017? 
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From Facebook: 
5 star review from Laura Erwin (Blairsville, Georgia) on September 26 
“We stopped at the Museum to see the Joplin exhibit, which was great to see.  And spent time talking to 
different staff—what a great group of people.  The whole museum is a wealth of information.  The cost is 
minimal compared to the good time (we) had.  Thank you for a great time.  Laura & Al.” 

5 star review from Kimmie Borel Pollock (Southeast Texas) on August 3 
“I have lived in this area all of my life and this was my first visit.  I learned things about my home town that 
I never knew.  The people here were so incredibly nice!  It was so interesting.  I highly recommend taking 
time to go and visit.” 

5 star review from Leanne Oliver (Moss Bluff, Louisiana) on June 17 
“I am late to post but April last year I lost my mother and we always wanted to go visit the “Janis Joplin 
Museum” as she would say… so last September on her birthday my husband and I visited it and it was 
spiritually everything to me to still take joy in the things we would’ve done.  She was my everything and 
the Museum itself was a very friendly place, close to Janis’ old childhood home.  My mother would have 
loved it.  We plan on visiting again—I want to buy a brick from Janis’ home which was torn down so we 
can lay it next to my mom’s memorial in Ferriday, LA.  God bless!” 

5 star review from Tina Wages Gentry (Avery, Texas) on May 18 
“It totally blew me away.  I did not have time to see everything.  So much information.  I loved it, wish to 
visit again.” 

From Trip Advisor: 
4 star review from A1place (Melbourne, Australia) on August 9 
“I had gone to Port Arthur to visit what l thought was a whole museum of Janis Joplin memorabilia l was 
very disappointed when l found that only one small section is dedicated to her. None the less l thought the 
exhibits that they had throughout the museum were a credit to the director Tom Neal and staff. The music 
section had a juke box you could play songs on while you looked around. I found out a lot of other famous 
people that were also from Port Arthur.  The staff were very friendly overall a good experience.”  

4 star review from RacSar (Ethel, Louisiana) on July 29 
“It was all good—I have seen their billboard on I10 several years. Well worth the trip into Port Arthur. I 
went for Janis Joplin exhibit. Thoroughly enjoyed the entire museum, from the beautiful hand painted mural 
to the glass, ivory, art and famous/infamous Texans' exhibits. The Director Mr. Neal along with the staff was 
friendly and helpful. There was something for most everyone to enjoy.” 

5 star review from blakenbrandyc (Louisiana) on July 16 
“Awesome Museum—Very big much to see here. Some oilfield education and of course the man of our 
house works in the oil field they many other really cool things downstairs. Upstairs is where all the fun 
happens!! They have the largest sports them history displayed up their. And for the best part... the music We 
are all huge music fans in my family. We love all music too! The Janis Joplin car was pretty awesome but 
watching my kids be able to really play a jukebox was my favorite part!! And play some good rocking-roll 
on these things. I would say it's a must see it has something for everyone here!” 

Visitor Comments 
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No Man’s Land: East Texas African 
Americans in World War I draws attention to 
the  experiences of East Texas African 
Americans in the First World War. Over 
11,000 black  Texans served in virtually every 
capacity.   
As the U.S. commemorates the 100th                
Anniversary of its involvement in WWI, the 
Museum will be showcasing a variety of items 
from local collectors including uniforms, rare 
medals, and firearms.  Children will have the 
opportunity to learn what life was like 100 
years ago, and gain a better understanding of 
why we say “Thank you” to our veterans. 

￼ 

For more information, call            
409-982-7000 or email 
mogc.educator@gmail.com 

The Perricone Quads 

The well-known quadruplets from Beaumont 
were media darlings from the time of their birth
—as the first surviving set.  They chose to serve 
together during the Korean War, drawing the 
attention of Life    magazine. 
Of the four brothers:  Anthony, Bernard, Carl, 
and Donald—only Carl still lives on “Quad 
Lane”.  The others have since passed, but were 
recognized by the government of South Korea 
for their unique contribution to the war effort.  
Descendants of the other quads were present on 
Nov. 10, 2017 to accept the honor of being            
   inducted into the Museum’s Hall of Fame. 
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   DAVID VARNADO 
November 16, 2017 David Varnado was                 inducted into our Music Hall of Fame.  At 
the well-attended ceremony he was joined on stage by inductees Jo-El Sonnier and Don 
Meehan. 

Above:  Jim King interviews 
Jo-El Sonnier & David Varnado. 

Varnado has graciously donated some items related to his career to the Museum for future 
exhibition. 
Above:  Jim King interviews Jo-El Sonnier 

2. Have your framed art work and photos matted.  You don’t have to pay for professional 
framing—in fact, you can order pre-cut mats on Amazon or buy them at many craft stores.  A 
mat doesn’t just make a photo or piece of art look nice.  It helps to prevent it from sticking to 
the glass.  If items get wet, remove them from the frames to dry.  Don’t try to pull them off the 
glass if they are stuck—you could lose the whole image!  However, you must remove the 
backing or the frame will mold on the inside. 

3. Build a “disaster kit”.  You probably won’t be able to find the supplies you need when 
everyone is rushing to the stores after the storm, so pick things up and pack them in a safe 
place before you leave.   
Here’s a sample of what my disaster kit contains.  It is packed in a large plastic bin: 
Clear Dish Soap (for almost everything) 
Bleach (for everything else) 
Paper Towels, rags 
Fluorescent light fixture “egg crate” 

(sheet plastic with holes).  Great for drying things out while leaving them nothing they can stick to.  

You can buy this at home improvement stores. 
Iron (takes wrinkles out of documents) 
Electric fan, flashlight, extension cord 
Clothesline/pins 
White Vinegar (for cleaning certain rust) 
Wax Paper (for separating book pages) 
Paper, pencils, sharpies, duct tape 
Contractor’s Trash Bags 
Chemical/Water absorbent “socks” (these you can order online) 
Rubber gloves or surgical gloves 
The “expensive” type of protective mask.  An ordinary dust mask will not protect your lungs.  You need a mask 

rated N95 or better to have  any protection.  A respirator is a better idea if you know you will be in a place with severe mold. 

Harvey Retrospective, continued from Page 3 
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Bobby Leopold By Andy McCall 
We always love to hear about our Hall of Famers giving back to the   

community.  That's certainly the case with Bobby Leopold.  The                 
linebacker graduated from Lincoln High School in 1976 and from Notre 
   Dame in 1980.  At Lincoln, Leopold lettered in both track and football, earning All-
District honors in the Super 20 and the Shot Put. 

While at Notre Dame, he set a school record for interceptions               returned for 
touchdowns.  Off the field, he earned a degree in economics.  Leopold was drafted in 1980 
by the San Diego Chargers of the NFL.  That same year, he was chosen Rookie of the Year 
and voted tot he NFL All-Rookie team.  His football           career lasted 8 years with the 
Chargers, San Francisco 49ers, Green Bay Packers and the USFL New Jersey Generals.  He 
played in the Super Bowl in 1981 and 1982 and was chosen All-Pro in the USFL in 1984.  
Bobby Leopold retired from football in 1988.  
He recently retired from working for a              manufacturer of electronic wire, cable and 
fiber optics.  Nowadays, you'll find him teaching                 Economics for Seniors at 
Memorial High School in Port Arthur. 
  
When we initially held the grand opening for our Hall of Fame in 1994, Leopold was not 
available for the ceremony.  In October, Port Arthur Historical Society President Dr. Sam 
Monroe and Museum Director Tom Neal formally presented him with his Certificate of 
Induction at a home football game for the Memorial Titans.  He was joined on the field by 
his dad and longtime Lincoln and Memorial Football Coach Leroy Leopold, and his sister 
Michelle. 

Hall of Fame 
Spotlight 
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I’ll see ￼ YOU at the Gift Shop! 
 

GIFT SHOP SCOOP 

Christmas is right around the corner, and as usual, there are all kinds of new items at our 
Gift Shop.  In celebration of our renovated Maritime Gallery officially opening December 6, 
we’d like to show off these colorful ornaments which will add a little nautical flair to your     
          holiday season.  Family and friends who may have moved away but still love Port  
Arthur will love our alumni ornaments featuring the logos of Lincoln, Stephen F. Austin, and 
     Memorial High School.  Sorry — no Thomas Jefferson yet, but we’ll see what we can do. 

For kids, grandkids, and the young at heart, we have updated our stock of plush Texas  
animals.  Who wants a boring teddy bear when you could have an alligator, hawk, or 
adorable sea turtle?  Throw in a few of our spectacular snakes and you’ve got a zoo on your 
hands! 

We certainly can’t leave out everything Janis Joplin.  We always try to have the latest books, 
CDs, shirts, and other items, such as magnets and tote bags.  And of course, no true fan’s      
collection is truly complete without an authentic brick from Janis Joplin’s house. 

By Becky Guidry, 
Administrative Assistant 

My name is Becky Guidry and I am the new 
Administrative Assistant here at the              

Museum.  One of my favorite jobs is the Gift 
Shop.   It’s always fun when a new    

shipment of goodies arrives! 
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Spark your curiosity of the wonders of electricity in this interactive exhibit dedicated to the Museum’s namesake—Benjamin Franklin! Just as Franklin 
engaged in hands-on experimentation with electricity, you will too! Use your body to complete the circuit and discover how series and parallel 
circuits regulate the flow of electrons along a conductor or "feel" the electricity required to power up different kinds of light bulbs. Insulate yourself 
from the hair-raising effects of the Van de Graaff generator which demonstrates the effects of a buildup of electrical charges. 

Learn how electricity is created and explore the fuel sources needed to generate our electricity. Retrace the path of electricity from a common wall 
outlet back to the power plant. You’ll feel the force of electricity by manipulating electrical phenomena, exploring authentic artifacts (including 
Franklin’s Lightning Rod), and tackling questions of sustainable energy. 
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