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frort The Director

Once again in 2021, the Museum of the
Gulf Coast was chosen for the Best of the
Best award by Port Arthur News readers.
We were also chosen for the first time by
Beaumont Enterprise readers for the Best of
the Best in the Museum category in
Jefferson and Orange Counties. While we
are still waiting for the 2022 Beaumont
Enterprise results, we are happy to
announce that for 2022 Port Arthur News
readers voted us Best of the Best Tourist
Attraction and Museum. On behalf of the
staff, volunteers, and Port Arthur Historical
Society Board of Directors, let me say
"Thank You" to those who voted for us. \We
appreciate you honoring us in this way, and
we will work to improve and continue
making this a place you can be proud of.

With that said, on April 30, we had the
pleasure of a joint induction ceremony. e
inducted writer Mary Karr into the Notable
People Hall of Fame and Singer/Composer
Rodney Crowell, into the Music Hall of
Fame.

Rodney was also our entertainment for this
year's Gulf Coast Gala, and we were happy
to see Mary join him on the stage for a
number or two. Congratulations to you
both.

Looking ahead, we encourage you to keep
checking our Facebook page and website
for upcoming events. Now with everything
opening after these trying pandemic times,
we will be running fast and jumping high to
catch up on approximately 25 Hall of
Famers being scheduled for their formal
inductions into our Halls of Fame. The
PAHS board of directors approved most of
the inductees just before the pandemic.
Between now and the end of this calendar
year, we plan to complete the process with
a formal induction for each of them. It will
be really exciting, and | encourage you to
participate in the events. Meanwhile there
are still others close behind.

One final note, thank you, PNG Class, of
1972 and TJ Class of 1965, for using our
39,000-square-foot facility for your recent
reunions. As a quick reminder, for those
planning reunions and other special
business/corporate and personal
gatherings, remember it will be hard to find
a better place to hold your event than at the
Museum of the Guif Coast. Plan ahead and
contact us now to set a date for your
upcoming event.

Tom Neal



Mary Karr and Randy Crowell

On April 30, the Museum of the Gulf Coast
inducted Rodney Crowell into our Music Hall
of Fame and Mary Karr into our Notable
People Hall of Fame. Later that night, Crowell
and his band delivered an amazing
performance at MOGC's annual Gala event.
He was joined on the stage by Karr for one of
the songs they had written together. It was a
great day for the Museum and a great event
for our community. How we arrived here is
also a very interesting story.

Over ten years ago, country music singer and
songwriter Rodney Crowell figured it was
time to write his memoir. When Crowell told a
visiting friend what he was up to, his friend
was emphatic that he should read another
memoir he knew about first, and he was
going to go home and return with a copy.
\What he brought back was Mary Karr's
memoir, The Liar's Club, about growing up in
Groves. Crowell was so taken with the book
and the fact that they both were from
Southeast Texas, that he discontinued his
writing project and wrote to Karr proposing
that they collaborate on something together.
Karr was already a fan of Crowell's, and after

Inductions &
Gala Highlight
a Busy April

some coaxing, she agreed to provide the words for
an album that became known as Kin. Ten years
later (2021), Crowell was asked to do a streaming
concert for our annual Gala during a time when
the pandemic was making live events impossible.
Half the proceeds from each Gala go to The Port
Arthur Higher Education Fund benefitting
students at LSCPA, and half to the Museum of the
Gulf Coast. One year later, Randy Crowell was
asked to perform again, but this time at Carl Parker
Center in front of a live audience.

Randy Crowell has received two grammy awards:
for Best Country Song and for Best Americana
Album. His body of work is extensive and includes
writing fifteen number-one hits. He has received
numerous awards from The Academy of Country
Music Awards, ASCAP, the Americana Music
Association, and other organizations. More
recently, Crowell was a prominent part of Ken
Burn's documentary series Country. Mary Karr's
book, The Liar's Club (1995), inspired a wave of
memoirs in the late '90s by other writers inspired
by its unique voice. It remained on the New York
Times best-seller list for over a year. Twenty years
later, it is still cited as one of the best in the genre.
She has also written two additional memoirs and
five books of poetry. Karr is a frequent contributor
to The New Yorker. At their MOGC inductions,
Both Karr and Crowell mentioned how special it
made them feel to be inducted into our Museum, a
place so close to where they were raised and to be
inducted together.

The full induction ceremony can be viewed on the
Museum of the Gulf Coast's YouTube Channel.
Photo by Bart Bragg.

4 | The Lighthouse | August 2022




BEAUMONT,
THE BLUES,
& BARBARA
LYNN

Barbara Lynn on Dick Clark’s American Bandstand

Blues guitarist and Museum Hall of Fame musician

Barbara Lynn Ozen is 80 now, but the blues don't

seem to have kept her down. Her recollections are

infused with the generosity of her parents, her
love for her children, and her gratitude for those
who helped her along the way. Her unusual
musical career started with piano lessons, but
after seeing Elvis Presley on television, she asked
her parents to let her switch to guitar. They
started her off on an Arthur Godfrey ukulele but
soon realized Barbara was determined and gifted.
My parents went out and bought me a

left-handed guitar. That was what | wanted.”
After school, Lynn would rush through her
homework and then turn on the radio and
teach herself the guitar. "l would play that
radio every day, and I'd hear blues songs oniit,
you know, and | started singing and trying to
follow the chords on my instrument.” At school,
Barbara formed a girl group, Barbara Lynn and
the Idols, and they would sing every day on the
side of the school building at lunch.
Recognizing her talent, the staff eventually let
her bring her guitar to school. Talent contests
soon followed. "My very first big contest was
over at the Jefferson Theater, and | won the
talent contest, then one of my other friends
won the beauty contest, and then the other
one won the bathing suit contest. Yes, it was
getting deeper then," she said with a laugh.
Other talent show wins followed, and bands
started calling, asking Barbara to play with
them in local clubs. Her mother was friends
with the wife of Clifton White. He had seen her
play and wanted her to open for his group,
Clifton White and the Royal Nights. After
seeing how much Barbara wanted to perform,
her parents gave their permission.




