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frort The Director

As 2023 comes to a close, it is exciting to
experience the wonders of the Museum.
Engaging with our youth and great regional
community who find us daily and the visitors
from across our great county and around the
world is wonderful. If you need to be impressed M

by what an amazing place we come from,
volunteer here at the Museum and witness
firsthand the wonder and amazement
expressed by everyone who enters our doors
daily. Add to that the record attendance we
have finally achieved since this side of the
pandemic.

creator and inventor Andy Green continues to
be a driving force assisting us with the exhibit.
Some funds will also be used to update parts of
our current Petroleum Exhibit.

One special blessing we received just this .
P 9 J Thank you, Motiva!

month was from our Port Arthur Motiva Plant
in recognition of their 120 years of operation in
Port Arthur. They celebrated by helping us
begin our fund-raising efforts for our New
Composite Exhibit and Event Center with a
$1,000,000 gift to the Port Arthur Historical
Society DBA Museum of the Gulf Coast.

The project's total cost is projected to be $3.8

million to complete. This gift will helpusaswe  Another radical addition is our new MUSEUM
begin to raise additional funds for completion OF THE GULF COAST Streaming/Online Radio

We are grateful for the Port Arthur LNG grant
that helped us update our new inside and
outside lighting with the latest LED technology.
Another item to highlight is the completion of
our new front awning at the entrance of the
Museum.

as planned. Polymers/Composite materials Station. Thanks to former Port Arthurian Bob
w— Buckalew, who grew up here and began his
7 ) broadcasting career here, he is the Benefactor

and Operator of the new station.

- ¥
' You wiill find us online on our website, Alexa,

/r é /i and IHeart Radio. Best wishes for the new year,

and we look forward to seeing you soon...

Tom Neal



MOTIVA GENEROUSLY
PLEDGES ONE MILLION
DOLLARS TO MUSEUM!

A dream incubating in Museum Director Tom
Neal's head for five years took a big step
toward becoming a realty when Motiva
recently began eyeing its 120 year
anniversary and decided they wanted to
commemorate this milestone by generously
donating one million dollars to the Museum of
the Gulf Coast. Motiva also sponsors a
Christmas concert annually at Woodrow
Wilson and used that event to make the
announcement. On hand to accept the
donation were Port Arthur Historical Society
President, Dr. Sam Monroe, and Executive
Director, Tom Neal.

A computer rendering of the planned addition.

Museum employees and the board of directors
were also in attendance for this historic
announcement. The symbolic check was
presented by Jeff Newman, Motiva's Executive
Vice President of Operations, and Claire
Jackson, Social Responsibility and Community
Affairs Manager at Motiva, before the concert
performed by the Symphony of Southeast Texas.
The fundraising goal for the new wing is 3.8
million dollars.

Unnoticed by many is the fact that the Museum
has a large building attached to it, formerly
downtown’s Western Auto. We currently use it
to store a large number of items that cannot be
kept in the main building. In 2017, as work

Computer renderings by Tony Webber, Southwest Museum Services ™
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on the Texas Maritime exhibit began to wrap
up, Tom Neal and MOGC Hall of Famer Andy
Green began to talk about a much bigger
project - converting the unused building into
an entirely new museum wing dedicated to
the Polymers & Composites industry. Green's
contributions to the industry are now
legendary. Neal, working with the original
MOGC designer, Tony Webber, asked him to
come up with exhibits that could be moved on
wheels and would enable the space to also
host events on a much larger scale than we
are currently able. Motiva will also donate
artifacts it currently houses that go back to the
original Texas Oil Company, which will be
used in the new exhibit space.

-

AR

Dr. Sam Monroe, Motiva’s Claire Jackson and Jeff Newman
(Executive V.P. of Operations), Tom Neal (Museum Director)
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Dr. Sam Monroe
Recounts the

Early History of
The Museum of the
Gulf Coast

As the 30th anniversary of the Museum of the Guif
Coast approaches in 2024, the Lighthouse will publish
a series of articles based on an interview we conducted
with Port Arthur Historical Society President, Dr. Sam
Monroe. For us it is a fascinating story by a great story
teller. He begins with one of his own mentors . . .

The Port Arthur Historical Society was organized
under the leadership of Mrs. \W.F. Fredeman
back in 1973, and she was involved in what was
known as the Port Arthur Museum committee,
which was first chartered by the state of Texas
in 1964. The reason for expanding into a larger
society with a broader mission was to take on
the project of restoring the Pompeiian Villa. The
Museum, however, was what really started all of
this when a group of ladies at the Department
Club wanted to begin a collection of Port Arthur
materials and artifacts. Mrs. Fredeman was one
of the leaders along with Mrs. Merle Murphy.
Those two ladies worked diligently to build a
collection of materials on Port Arthur that
wound up in a storefront downtown where
people could peer through a window as they
walked by on Procter Street. \When Merchants
Bank decided to expand and modernize their
building, Mrs. Fredeman and her husband were
big customers at that bank. They persuaded the
bank leadership to create a space, maybe 350 to
400 feet, for an exhibition that could be set up
on the history of Port Arthur. Later it was moved
to the Adams building across the street - now
known as the World Trade Building, (one of the
buildings that Motiva Enterprises is currently
remodeling).

That led to a permanent home for a Port Arthur
museum. About that same time, Lamar Port Arthur
was beginning to need library resources. We
approached the city about donating Gates
Memorial Library to the college if the voters
approved the civic center and the library
construction project on Highway 73. As it turned
out, the voters did approve those projects, and the
city was then required to call another election to
donate Gates Library to the college. After some
delay, the matter was brought to a vote, and the
voters approved the project overwhelmingly. That
gave us the space for the college to offer library
support materials and services to support the
academic and technical arts programs at Lamar
Port Arthur. There was a Gates Gallery within the
library that the college did not especially need at
the time. And so, we allowed Mrs. Fredeman and
the Port Arthur Historical Society to come in. We
invited them to be there to set up their museum
exhibits, and so the Port Arthur museum continued
in that space, and by this time, it was 1980.
Through a federal grant, we employed Elizabeth
Killebrew, and she was our hostess, and people
would come by, and she would talk to them. She
would get them to sign the register so we'd keep
up with visitation so we could report to various
bodies that this is an active use of that space.

I vividly remember Elizabeth coming to me and
saying we had some people today all the way from
Connecticut! I said, “Boy, isn't that great? What were
they looking for?” She responded, “Janis Joplin.”
They wanted to know all about Janis. So, | began to
make notes about this, and it seemed to build, and |
thought, my goodness, there is something going on
here. So I talked to Mrs. Fredeman, who was the
President of the Society, and explained to her what
we had found. | asked if she would have any
objection to us approaching the Joplin family about
donating materials for an exhibit on Janis’ career.
And she let me know that she would not. | knew
Dorothy Joplin very well. In fact, Janis’ mother and |
had worked together at Port Arthur College, where
she was the registrar (that was the title she had), but
her job was really like being the dean of women and
performing a lot of duties as required in that
position at a small college. My Dad was President of
the College, and she and my Dad had worked
together for many years. So, our families had sort of
grown up together.
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