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frort The Director

Greetings from the Museum of the Gulf Coast.
As we note the recent passing of Carl and
Beverly Parker, please make time to attend the
book signhing of Turtle on a Post, Memoir of
Texas State Senator Carl Parker, a collection of
stories as told to Jim Sanderson about the
Senator's life and legacy. Sanderson and the
Parker family will be available to sign the book,
which can be purchased at the event on
September 7th, from 3-5 pm at the Museum.

| am pleased to announce that work will soon
begin on the Sports Hall of Fame renovation.
Improvements include better ways to properly
exhibit memorabilia and the addition of video.
The videos of our sports Hall of Famers will be
featured on our 55” touchscreen. Now, visitors
will better understand the amazing talent of
this region’s athletes and coaches.

I would like to say a special thank you to those
of you who have purchased memberships and
who have chosen to honor loved ones by
sending memorials to the Museum in their
honor. We, in turn, notify those families of
each donation. These contributions are critical
to helping the Museum continue to shine a
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light on our amazing history.

On a more somber note, | wanted to
acknowledge the recent passing of Bob
Troxell, one of our most dedicated volunteers.
He and his wife Martha, who passed away in
2019, will be remembered for the many years
they served as volunteers and for their
generous donations to our collection. Our
condolences go out to all of their family and
friends.

If you have an Alexa, Google, or Apple device,
ask it to 'Play Museum of the Gulf Coast Radio.’
It's a great way to experience the sounds we all
grew up with in this wonderful place we call
home. A link is also available on our website.

If you are looking for an interesting place to
volunteer, we can always use the help.

Tom Neal



The Museum of the Gulf Coast will be
exhibiting the photographs of Port Arthur
resident Rita Colligan Manuel. The
opening reception is scheduled for
Saturday, October 5th, at 4:00 pm. The
exhibit will feature photographs of some
of the greatest Zydeco musicians of all
time and will be available for viewing
through December 28th. Many family
members featured in the photos are
expected to attend.

Rita Colligan Manuel was born in
Opelousas, Louisiana. Her Creole culture
inspired her to pick up a camera 45 years
ago and preserve the extraordinary history
she was witnessing. Rita and her husband,
Pete Manuel, were popular Zydeco DJs on
radio stations in Port Arthur and
Beaumont. They continue to promote and
support Zydeco musicians in the area. Rita
says, "l danced my way across the

Manuel’s Zydeco Photos
to be Exhibited in October

border of two states to take these

photographs.” Photographs will include
images of Boozoo Chavis, John Delafose, Beau
Jocque, Buckwheat, Clifton Chenier, C.J.
Chenier, Willis Prudhomme, and Roy Carrier.
Zydeco bands often included family members,
and Rita's photographs captured today's
well-known performers in their earliest
appearances. These include Keith Frank, Geno
Delafose, Chubby, Big Nate and Lil Nate, Rob
Pitre, Lady D, Step Rideau, Brian Jack, Noonie,
and J-Paul. They are a testament to the
enduring popularity of Zydeco music and our
region’s Creole culture. C.J. Chenier is a native
of Port Arthur.

Museum curator Robert Fong has been
scanning the original negatives in preparation
for the exhibit. The exhibit will serve as a
testament to Rita's connection and affection
for Zydeco music and its significance to her
Creole culture. - Robert Fong

Left: Jennifer Frank. Above: Step Rideau.
Cover photo: BooZoo Chavis. Photos by Rita Manuel.
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The Golden Triangle Modal A’s recently visited

the Pompeiian Villa. The club is comprised of
Model A Ford enthusiasts from all over the
Golden Triangle. They visit historic sites and
travel to different cities in their own Model A
cars as a group, some even dressing in period
costumes. Many are also members of the
national organization, Model A Ford Club of
America (MAFCA). The exterior restoration of
the Villa's front porch was finally complete so
they were going to be the first tour group in a
long while to use the front door! They arrived
in six beautifully restored Model A Fords, and
some of the group were in period clothing
from the late 1920s and early 1930s.
Watching the century-old cars driving down
Lakeshore Drive to visit the oldest house in
Port Arthur was quite a spectacle.
Sylvia Butler is the unofficial PR and Social
Coordinator for the group. As members of the
MAFCA, Sylvia and her husband also go to
regional and national conventions and events
heir car and compete in

CAR CLUB
VISITS THE
POMPEIIAN

VILLA

Fashion. She learned everything she could
about the clothing of the time period,
eventually rising to a level that she now
judges the period fashion contests at some of
the regional and national conventions.

She encourages anyone interested in Model
A Fords to contact the Golden Triangle Model
A’s. You don't have to have a car to be part of
the club, you; just need to be enthusiastic
about the Model A. - Dana Howard

infori about this interesting club,



