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The Museum of the Gulf Coast combines conventional and
unconventional methods to tell the exciting story of the Texas/
Louisiana Gulf Coast region. Traditional themes are utilized in
interpreting the focus of the Gulf Coast life before the arrival of man,
the role of Native Americans, European contact, Hispanic legacy, the
trauma of the Civil War, economic and cultural growth, and the
integration of the Gulf Coast region into the larger national and
international community. With 39,000 square feet and two floors of
exhibit space, the Museum has something for every visitor. The
Education Department has prepared this Teacher Resource Guide to
help students and teachers gain the most from their museum
experience. It is our hope that the information contained in

this packet will provide the foundation necessary to make

/i\

your trip to the Museum of the Gulf Coast unforgettable.
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The Museum
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Obiectives:

Why visit the Museum of the Gulf Coast?
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We want to help teachers incorporate their visit to the Museum of the
Gulf Coast into their classroom curriculum. The Museum Tour plus the
pre-visit and post-visit activities and lesson plans provided in this
resource guide help teachers take the classroom beyond the textbook
in unigue and exciting ways. The state of Texas believes Museums are
“motivating resources” for teaching essential knowledge, and with the
wide breadth of exhibits housed at the Museum of the Gulf Coast we
can be a motivating resource for all ages and subjects.

Currently the Museum of the Gulf Coast has aligned the 8 major
exhibits visited during school tour with the Elementary School Social

Studies and Fine Arts TEKS:

SOCIAL STUDIES TEKS:

"Alligator"- Natural History of Southeast Texas
113.2.h.K.5; 113.3.b.1.6a; 113.4.b.2.6; 113.5.b.3.4; 113.6.b.4.7¢

"Mural" - History of Southeast Texas
113.2.h.K.2; 113.2.b.K.33; 113.2.b.K.3b; 113.3.b.1.1; 113.3.h.1.33; 113.3.b.1.3b; 113.3.h.1.5;
113.4.b.2.1a; 113.4.b.2.4; 113.4.b.2.6; 113.4.b.2.15; 113.5.b.3.1; 113.5.b.3.3; 113.6.b.4.2;
113.6.h.4.5; 113.6.b.4.21; 113.7.b.5.1; 113.7.b.5.4d

"Indians" - Native American History
113.2.bK.2; 113.2.h.K.113a; 113.2.b.K.11b; 113.3.b.1.15b; 113.3.b.1.16; 113.4.b.2.7;
113.4.h.2.8; 113.4.b.2.15; 113.5.h.3.4; 113.5.h.3.13; 113.6.b.4.1; 113.6.b.4.2; 113.6.b.4.9;
113.7.b.5.1; 113.7.h.5.9

"Cabin" - Pioneer History
113.2.h.K.2; 113.3.b.1.1; 113.3.b.1.16; 113.4.b.2.3a; 113.4.b.2.4; 113.4.b.2.8; 113.4.b.2.16;
113.5.h.3.1; 113.5.b.3.15; 113.6.h.4.2; 113.6.h.4.3; 113.6.b.4.9; 113.7.b.5.1; 113.7.b.5.9

FINE ARTS TEKS:

"Snell Gallery" - Decorative Arts
117.2.b.K.3; 117.2.b.K.4; 117.5.b.1.3; 117.5.b.1.4; 117.8.b.2.3. 117.8.b.2.4; 117.11.b.3.3;
117.11.b.3.4; 117.14.h.4.3; 117.14.0.4.4; 117.17.h.5.3; 117.17.h.5.4

"Rauschenberg" - Visual Arts
113.4.h.2.15; 113.5.b.3.14; 113.7.h.5.22; 117.2.b.K.3; 117.2.b.K.4; 117.5.b.1.3; 117.5.b.1.4;
117.8.b.2.3; 117.8.b.2.4; 117.11.b.3.3; 117.11.b.3.4; 117.14.b.4.3; 117.14.b.4.4; 117.17.b.5.3;
117.17.b.5.4

"Music Gallery" - Music
117.3.b.K.3; 117.6.b.1.5; 117.9.b.2.5; 117.12.b.3.5; 117.15.b.4.5; 117.18.b.5.5

We have a powerful story to tell, and we show students that /i\
history, science, and art can be educational and ovrm

entertaining!



MUSEUM OF THE GULF COAST

Pre Visit Preparation
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To ensure that your group has a truly meaningful and fun experience
while visiting the Museum of the Gulf Coast please follow the steps

outlined below:

PREPARE YOURSELF:

«Sign and fax your tour confirmation (please remember to indicate if
you want to view the orientation film and shop in the gift shop on that
form)

ePlease review the attached Temporary Exhibit Education Overview and
any additional information that is faxed with your tour confirmation

+Visit the Museum’s website at www.museumofthegulfcoast.org to
learn more about our exhibits

«Study and utilize this resource guide!

PREPARE YOUR STUDENTS

Pre-visit preparation is the best way to ensure that your students gain
the most from their visit to our facility. The best pre-visit preparation

combines your agenda (state curriculum and learning objectives), the
student’s agenda (expectations for the trip), and our agenda (our idea
of how the students should behave while at the Museum and interact
with the exhibits). In the following pages you will find information that

addresses all three agendas.

/i\




MUSEUM OF THE GULF COAST

Pre-Visit Preparation

Teacher’'s Agenda: We are here to help you meet your learning
objectives and serve the needs of your students—we invite you to visit
us before your class’ field trip to acquaint yourself with the Museum
and what we have to offer. Included with this guide is an Educator’s
coupon that provides FREE admission. If you have the time to visit us,
you will be able to prepare a specific pre-visit lesson that will help you
meet classroom objectives and incorporate your upcoming field trip.
You may also use one of the lessons provided in this guide before your
visit—they address a variety of topics and can be simplified or enriched

to meet your needs.

Student Agenda: Field Trips are often an overwhelming experience for
students, so it is important they understand what to expect. Inform
your class about the schedule for the day—where will they be going?
How long will they be at the Museum? Will they be allowed to shop in
the gift shop? When and where will they be eating lunch? Students

MUSEUM OF THE GULFE o0 fie|d trips as a day of fun—and it is our hope that we allow them to

COAST
have fun while learning at the same time.
700 Procter Street
Port Arthur, TX 77640 Museum Agenda: We hope that all students who visit us will walk away

with a new appreciation for museums and what they have to offer. In
order to prepare your students, we have included a vocabulary list of
Museum terminology so students can better interact with
Phone:409-982-7000
Fax: 409-982-9614 their surroundings during their visit. We have also included a 2

www.museumofthegulfcoast.org list of Museum rules that should be addressed before your { \

MUSEUM
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MUSEUM OF THE GULF COAST

Pre-Visit Preparation

Museum Rules

1. Do not touch anything, unless you are given permission by a

docent or museum staff.

2. When docents or museum staff are talking please remain
quiet. Questions may be asked after docents or staff have

completed speaking.

3. Keep your voice low and raise your hand if you have any

questions.

4. Watch your head, many cases have glass panels which can

be hard to see.
5. NO climbing on platforms or entering roped-off areas.
6. NO chewing gum, eating or drinking allowed in Museum.

7. NO running or horseplaying.

MUSEUM OF THE GULF
CoaAsT
700 Procter Street If students follow these rules they will learn more and have a

PR T safe and enjoyable visit. We appreciate your cooperation.

Phone:409-982-7000
Fax: 409-982-9614
www.museumofthegulfcoast.org
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Pre-Visit Preparation

Museum Vocabulary
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Archeologist - A scientist who studies the life and culture of ancient
peoples as by excavation of ancient cities, relics, and artifacts.

Archives - a place where important and historical materials
(documents, papers, records, memorabilia, photographs, etc) are kept.

Artifacts - objects that were made or used by people in the past, giving
us information about the way they lived.

Collection - a group of objects gathered for study, exhibition, or as a
hobby.

Curator - One who manages or oversees a museum collection.
Docent - A lecturer or tour guide in a museum.

Document - anything printed, written, etc that is relied upon to record
or prove something.

Exhibition - A large-scale public showing, as of art objects.

Gallery - A building, an institution, or a room for the exhibition of artistic
work or artifacts.

Historian - a writer of, or authority on, history. Someone who records,
writes, and researches the past.

Label - the printed explanation for a museum artifact, exhibition, or
document.

Museum - building, place, or institution devoted to the acquisition, con-
servation, study, exhibition, and educational interpretation of objects
having scientific, historical, or artistic value.

Natural History - The study and description of organisms and

natural objects, especially their origins, evolution, and inter-
relationships.

CONTINUED on next page

/i\
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Pre-Visit Preparation

Museum Vocabulary
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Oral History - Historical information, usually tape-recorded or video-
taped, obtained in interviews with persons having firsthand knowledge.

Paleontologist - A scientist who studies the life forms of past geological
periods through analysis of fossil remains of plants and animals
(dinosaurs).

Primary Source - an original fundamental and authoritative document
pertaining to an event or subject of inquiry; a firsthand or eyewitness
account of an event. (such as document, report, map, photograph, let-
ter, journal, drawing, newspaper, oral history).

Secondary Source - any document that is an analysis or a restate-
ment of a primary source (such as reference material, books, encyclo-
pedias, magazines, newspapers, video tapes, audio tapes, and televi-
sion)

/m\
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MUSEUM OF THE GULF COAST

Pre-Visit Preparation

L.esson Plans

Lesson # 1:
What do you know

about Museums?

Grade Level: 4-12
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Objective: In this lesson students will gain knowledge of what a

museum is and how it works.

Materials: Museum Vocabulary List, paper, pen or pencil, internet
access/computer, poster board, art supplies (markers, construction

paper, scissors, etc)
Procedure:

1.Review the Museum Vocabulary list as a class, before providing the

students with the definition, see if they can write one of their own.

2.Make a list as a class of all the museums, libraries, galleries, and

exhibits that students have visited.

3.Ask students to respond in writing to the following prompts:
What do you like about museums/What do you not?
What was your most memorable museum experience?
What do you expect when you visit a museum?

4 .Divide the class into groups and assign broad subjects (fashion, war,
TV, presidents, etc) and explain that each group will be creating a
Museum exhibit about their assigned subject. Students should use the
internet to research their topic and find appropriate images. Each
exhibit should be compiled on a poster board and should
include images, text, graphs, maps, charts, interactive

components—whatever applies to their subject. ’i\

CONTINUED on next page




MUSEUM OF THE GULF COAST

Pre-Visit Preparation

Lesson Plans

Lesson # 1:

0 5.Have each group act as docents as they present their exhibit to the
continued group yp

class.

Additional Activities:

Learn about the differences between primary and secondary sources

and require the students include both in their exhibits.

MUSEUM OF THE GULF
COAST

700 Procter Street
Port Arthur, TX 77640

Phone:409-982-7000
Fax: 409-982-9614 =
www.museumofthegulfcoast.org ‘A
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MUSEUM OF THE GULF COAST

Pre-Visit Preparation

L.esson Plans

Lesson Plan #2

Alligators and
Crocodiles

Grade Level: 2-10
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Objective: In this lesson students will learn the similarities and difference
between Alligators and Crocodiles. The Museum of the Gulf Coast has a

13’5"" American Alligator on display.

Materials: Reptile Fact Sheet, Alligator and Crocodile Fact Sheet, Images of

Alligator and Crocodiles, Venn Diagram, Pencil, paper, markers
Procedure:

1.Introduce the class to reptiles— as a class discuss what qualities all reptiles

have in common.

2.Examine the images of the Alligator and the Crocodile and briefly discuss

their similarities and differences.

3.Students will make a Venn Diagram showing the similarities and differences
between the Alligator and Crocodile using the reptile fact sheet, alligator and

crocodile fact sheet, and images.

4.Students will then make a one page Wilderness Guide that provides

important information about Alligators and Crocodiles.

This same activity can be done comparing other reptiles!

/i\




MUSEUM OF THE GULF COAST

Pre-Visit Preparation

Lesson Plan #2:
continued

MUSEUM OF THE GULF
COAST

700 Procter Street
Port Arthur, TX 77640

Phone:409-982-7000
Fax: 409-982-9614
www.museumofthegulfcoast.org

PAGE 12

Alligator and Crocodile Facts:

A. TEETH - you can’t see an alligators teeth when it's mouth is
closed; its lower jay fits snugly into pits in the upper jaw. In contrast, a
crocodile’s lower teeth are always visible.

B. SNOUT - alligators have a broad snhout, while crocodiles have a
thinner snout

C. LOCATION - Alligators can only be found in southeastern United
States and in some parts of China. Crocodiles can be found all over the
world

D. TEMPERMENT - In the wild Alligators tend to run way from
humans - while not wallflowers, they certainly prefer their own
company. Some species of Crocodiles, on the other hand, have
legendary tempers. The Salt Water Crocodile and the Nile Crocodile
have been known to eat people.

E. COLORING - Alligators have more of a gray coloring while
Crocodiles are a light tan to brownish color.

Reptile Facts:

A.  SKELETON: Reptiles are vertebrates. They have internal
skeletons, unlike insects which have external skeletons

B.  SKIN: Reptiles have dry, scaly skin. Some reptiles such as lizards
have small scales. Turtles have much larger scales called “scutes”.
Reptiles do not have slimy skin, as do amphibians like frogs and
salamanders

C. BREATHING: Reptiles have lungs. Most amphibians go through a
life stage during which they have no lungs.

D. BODY TEMPERATURE: Reptiles are “ectotherms”. In reptiles the
body temperature varies with the temperature of the environment.
Mammals and birds regulate their own body temperature. They are
called “endotherms”.

E. EGGS AND YOUNG: Reptiles produce hard shelled eggs
or bear live young. Most amphibians lay eggs that require a
water to survive. A
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During Your Visit
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ARRIVAL:

Your tour of the Museum of the Gulf Coast will begin when you are
greeted by the Tour Coordinator in the parking lot. Before entering the
Museum your group will be divided into smaller groups, and then each
small group will be lead by the tour coordinator to their assigned
docent.

TOUR:

Your tour will last approximately 1 1/2 hours and will be lead by a
trained museum docent. Please ensure that your students stay with
the assigned docent and follow all of the outlined Museum rules .

MOVIE:

Depending on your groups preference selected on the Tour
Confirmation Form you may have chosen to see the Museum’s short
film that gives an overview of the region and the exhibits housed at the
Museum. Docents will be informed of your choice and will include this
stop on your tour.

GIFT SHOP:

You may have chosen to allow your students to shop in the gift shop on
the Tour Confirmation Form. We invite student shoppers and do our
best to help them shop efficiently. All student shopping must be done
at the conclusion of the tour. Our gift shop can only accommodate 5-10
students at a time and teachers are responsible for organizing this
endeavor. It is preferred that only students with money be allowed to
shop in the gift shop.

DEPARTURE:
We have bathrooms and water fountains located on the first and
second floor and your group is welcome to use them before your
departure. If some students are shopping in the gift shop, it
is best for other students to make use of these facilities at

that time. Once the tour is over, teachers assume control of

their group and it is their responsibility to oversee bathroom /i\
breaks, shopping, and departure details. MUSEUM

GULF COAST




MUSEUM OF THE GULF COAST

Post Visit Evaluation

Lesson # 3:

The Wotld Beneath
Our Feet: A Lesson
in Archeology

Post Visit activities will only
build upon the students’
enthusiasm and enhance
what they have learned.
Based on the exhibits at the
Museum of the Gulf Coast
we suggest the following

post visit lesson plans:

MUSEUM OF THE GULF
COAST

700 Procter Street
Port Arthur, TX 77640
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Lesson Overview: The Museum of the Gulf Coast has a large natural his-
tory interpretation which includes information on archeology. Archeolo-
gists explore the world beneath our feet to learn more about the cul-
tures that lived before us. Pottery is one of the most common items
found at archeological dig sites. Because different cultures used differ-
ent ceramic techniques and had different ceramic styles, archeologists
use pottery as a very important clue to identify the resident culture of
an area, and to learn more about a culture’s food and diet, religious
practices, and sophistication. If a pot is broken, archeologists will often
painstakingly piece together the shards. In this lesson students will be-
come archeologists as they work together to classify pottery and hy-
pothesize how it was used by a previous culture.

Objectives: Students will:

understand chronology and time

analyze and draw conclusions

record information visually and verbally

understand how technology changed and benefited society
compare the lives of ancient cultures with those of today

Materials: unglazed flower pots, glazed plates, ceramics, etc to repre-
sent pottery and ceramics from many “cultures”, shoeboxes filled with
dirt and sand, Elmer’s glue, tape, rulers, and artifact analysis form.

Procedure:

Break all pottery and ceramics into pieces. It is best to wrap the ceram-
ics in a towel and brake gently over a hard surface - this way you get
several large pieces that can be easily placed together. Bury the shards
from one item along with several other “dummy” pieces in a shoebox
filled with dirt and sand. Label each box with a dig site #.

CONTINUED on next page
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MUSEUM OF THE GULF COAST

Post Visit Evaluation

Lesson # 3:
continued

Post Visit activities will only
build upon the students’
enthusiasm and enhance
what they have learned.
Based on the exhibits at the

Museum of the Gulf Coast
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Discuss the history of ceramics in ancient cultures - what pottery was

used for and what it said about a specific culture.

Divide the class into groups and provide each group with a “dig site”

(the shoebox with the shards) and explain that they will uncover the

buried pieces and then put the pieces back together.

Students use artifact analysis form to sort, identify, and classify their

shards of pottery - at this time they will eliminate any dummy pieces

Students glue the pieces back together using the shoebox of dirt
and sand as a way to stabilize their pieces - put one end of a
shard In the sand with a broken edge exposed, place glue on
broken edge and fit the proper shard on that edge, hold until
stable.

Once the pottery is assembled, the students will draw an image of
the pottery and hypothesize about what it was used for, what it
might tell us about the people who made it, and how it compares
with similar objects used today.

/i\
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Post Visit Evaluation

Lesson # 4:
Collage the
Decades: History
through Abstract
Art
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Lesson Plan 2: Collage the Decades: History through Abstract Art

Lesson Overview: Robert Rauschenberg is a world renowned artist and
Port Arthur native with art on display all around the world. The Museum
of the Gulf Coast is lucky to have an entire gallery devoted to
Rauschenberg’s art. Rauschenberg was an innovator of collage
techniques and, Signs, one of his most visually and emotionally
stimulating collages, is displayed at the Museum. Signs was completed
in 1970 and reflects the tumultuous 60’s with images of MLK, JFK,
Robert Kennedy, Janis Joplin, Vietham soldiers, and war protestors.
The collage is able to tell the history of an entire decade with a few key
images. Students will become artists themselves as they attempt to
tell a slice of history through collage.

Objectives: Students will:

record information visually and express work verbally

understand the concepts of chronology and time in the 20t century
gain a broad understanding of 20t century US history

understand the specific people and events that have shaped this
nation’s history

learn about artistic techniques and the development of modern art
practice research skills

Material: poster board, old magazines and newspapers, 20t century
history books (make copies of pictures), glue, basic art supplies, AND
internet access (for researching and printing images)

Procedure:
Discuss 20t century American history, wars, presidents, fashions,
music, etc. Discuss how 20th century history can be divided into
decades and as time passes each decade begins to possess a unique
identity- the 20’s flapper era, the 30’s depression era, the
60’s hippie era, etc.

CONTINUED on next page
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Post Visit Evaluation

Lesson # 4:
continued
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Discuss Robert Rauschenberg - discuss his link to this region, his role
in art history, and the specific collage technique he uses in Signs.
Discuss Signs and the images and messages it conveys.

Assign each group of students a decade from the 20t century.

Allow the students time to research their decade and gather images,
printed material, drawings, found objects, etc that reflect their decade
Allow students time to create a posterboard size collage that will
accurately depict the American experience of their decade. They should
address the following themes: politics, pop culture, technology, social
changes, economics, etc, and the collage must represent the entire
decade from beginning to end.

Creative freedom is a must!

Once the collages are complete, the groups will present their collages
to the class and describe what was included and why

Simplify this lesson:

Have each student make a current events collage with images from the
newspapers and magazines images of that week.

Rauschenberg’s collage had a message. Have each student make a
collage with a message that is conveyed to the viewer (say no to drugs,
take care of the environment, stay in school, read more, etc)

Enrich this lesson:

Have the students explain their decade in a written report - discuss
why they included or excluded certain images from their collage.
Have each student use the collection of collages to create their own
20t century timeline.

Creative Twist:
Have the students dress in the fashion from their decade when
presenting their collages
Have the students play music from their decade while
presenting their collages

/i\
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Educator’s Pass
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Jurassic to Janis Joplin...A Melting Pot of Cultural Diversity

Museum of the
Gulf Coast

This ticket is good for «
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